i This bulletin is ; published for readers at home and abroad és the Religions Division of the Ministry 
of Information, London, to elucidate the spiritual issues at stake in the war, and to provide informa- 
~. , tion concerning the British Churches in wartime, as well as their contribution to post-war reconstruction. 
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SCOTTISH CHURCHES LOOK cultural life within the framework of world 
FORWARD TO INTERNATIONAL order.’ ‘ 

- RECONSTRUCTION -“International friendship will not be 


restored easily or quickly. Between certain 
nations no more than a limited measure of 
co-operation may be possible in the near 


- The following statement is taken from a 
me signed by the heads of seven Scottish 
denominations, and by representatives of the ; 

Scottish Churches’ Committee of the World Sune Bee te foie Ce 
Alliance for International Friendshipthrough — pould be possible, and to the task of promot- 
the Churches. The letter has been issued in ing reconciliation the Church is surely called. 


geal ae Remembrance Sunday, Only as international friendship does become 
a ean A _ a reality, however gradual the process may 
_ “During the past twelve months events be, can the work of building a new world 
pare moved so rapidly that the whole mili- order be successfully accomplished. For that 
tary situation has changed. While respon- cause many gave life itself in the last war, 
sible leaders warn the nation against undue and many are giving their life in this. Re- 
optimism, this year’s observance of Remem- membrance Sunday calls us through grateful 
brance Day will coincide with mounting hopes remembrance to hopeful endeavour in the 
of victory and peace. We can begin to look name and cause of Christ.’ 
again. beyond the days of war and try to 
iscern the shape of things to come. CONSTRUCTIVE PLANNING BY THE 


‘The British Council of Churches, whose LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
epartment of International Friendship now A feature of British religious life in war- 


a ae oe coe Phe time has been the maintenance of missionary 
erica and Britain, has given careful study  &iVing and constructive thought. Among the 
the conditions of a just and durable peace. ™0St interesting of the far-reaching plans 
has approved the twin principles set forth under consideration are those of the London 
a pamphlet entitled ‘The Christian Church Missionary Society, which has just issued an 
nd World Order’: (a) ‘We repudiate any Interim Report on its “New Advance.” The 

ittempt to solve this problem in a spirit of 
revenge’; (b) ‘ We repudiate a vague senti- 
mtalism which ignores past crimes and 
ure dangers.’ Precautions must be taken 


plans are those which call the Society to con- 
cern itself with evangelism in Britain and 
with Church reconstruction in Europe in ad- 
dition to maintaining the wide activities of 


mitted cannot be eondoned. On the : ; ; 
hand, (c). ‘No solution can be regarded- f India, Africa and China. act 
tisfactory which does not ... provide full Under the heading “Britain,” the report 
rtunities to all, victors and vanquished states that “the need for an evangelistic 
_ to develop their own national and advance in this country is increasingly recog- 
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particularly original developments in the ~ 


the future. The crimes which have been the Society in co-operation with the Churches | 


eee 


nised, and the Society’s contact in th con-— 


nection with the Congregational Union of — 


England and Wales promises to be fruitful. 
The Life and Work Committees of the Union 
of England and Wales and of the London 
Union are giving close attention to evange- 
lism as the primary task of the church and 
are formulating plans which hold much 
promise.” 


Our readers will be particularly interested 
in what the “New Advance” report has to 
say on Continental Church reconstruction. It 
will be seen that the’ proposals of the London 
Missionary Society are being closely co-ordi- 
nated with those espoused by the world Coun- 
cil of Churches and the British Committee 
recently set up and described in a recent 
number of Spiritual Issues. We quote the 
A passage of the report on this. sub- 
ject: 


“The New Advance Group has given con- 


siderable attention to the proposal that the _ 


Society should take some part in the re- 
habilitation of the life of the churches of the 
Continent, and during those discussions has 
had the help of various experts. The fact 
that the United Nations are elaborating plans 
for the physical, economic and medical needs 
for the people of the European countries and 
are associating a number of voluntary or- 
ganisations with them in the varied service 
of relief, makes it clear that the churches 
and missionary societies can concentrate 
upon the more specifically religious needs of , 
the people. A Committee for the Reconstruc- 
tion of Christian Institutions in Europe has 
been set up by the World Council of the 
Churches to act for the time being in three 
sections—in New York, in London and in 
Geneva, and will be able to advise the Society 
in regard to suitable spheres and type of 
service. 


“The following points have become clear 
to the New Advance Group; that it is impor- 
tant that the churches of America and 
Britain should not attempt to dominate the - 

_ post-war Continental scene; that their help 
will in general be acceptable to the Con- 
tinental Church in the form of money 
rather than in the form of personnel; that 
any work they undertake should be regarded 
not as an attempt to re- -evangelise a non- 
Christian people, which is the task of the 
Church of that country, but as an offer of aid 
to stricken and suffering sister churches, 

_ some of which have shown magnificent cour- 
age in the face of persecution; that workers 
should not be sent unless and until it is 
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t il 
workers s ahoule: be rega ded as rn 
voys appointed as a token of “Christian fel. 
~lowship and as an expression of the reality | ; 
of the World Church; that they should go for — 


_a limited period; that they should be under 


the control, not of the Directors of a Society 
in Britain or America, but of the Church 
of the country; that their aim would be to 
assist the Church of the country to recover 
from the effect of war and to regain its 
former vitality and witness; that they would 
undertake such tasks as that Church, after 
mutual consultation, should assign to them; 
that such workers need not be of British na- 
tionality but might be from such lands as 
Sweden: or India or even from the country 
itself, yet be financially maintained by the 
L.M.S.; that since the aim is not to open a 
new mission field but to rehabilitate stricken 
and suffering churches, the enterprise should 
be for a specified term of years. The existence 
of the Reconstruction Committee of the 
World Council of the Churches is some guar- 
antee that these requirements of a delicate 
international situation will be observed. It - 
remains to be considered if any such envoys 
should be sent; if so, how many, at what 
cost, and for what precise tasks. 


“It has become clear that a particularly 
pressing need will be the restarting of 
theological education in many parts of the 
Continent. In some countries the training of 
men for the Christian ministry has been com- 
pletely suppressed and in others seriously 
restricted. Theological education is a concern - 
of the churches and help in restarting it will 
probably be warmly welcome, particularly as 
it is outside the sphere of the relief organisa- 
tions. The precise form in which this service 
can best be rendered is not yet fully clear. 
A tentative beginning has, however, become 
possible and it is proposed to open a small 
theological institution in this country in 
which German refugee students can be 
taught by German professors in the German 
tongue and in the See theological ghee 
tion.” 


It must not be ee that these new ac- 
tivities indicate any decline of interest in 
_missionary work of the more usual type. 
Plans for closer co-operation with the 
younger Churches and for the undertaking 
of many new tasks are described in the pres- 
ent Interim Report. 


The constructive planning of the London 
Missionary Society is but one example of the 
vigorous activities of British missions cing 


ty. While wartime difficulties of trans- 
port and inter-communication act as a re- 
straining influence, the far-reaching prob- 
lems raised in wartime themselves act as a 
stimulus to original and creative thought. 


| 


FRENCH ARCHBISHOP’S ADDRESS 
TO DEPORTED SCOUTS 


The Archbishop of Toulouse, Mgr. Saliege, 
who has more than once shown himself 
_ antagonistic to Nazi methods in France, gave 
_ the following courageous address to a body 
of French scouts when they were about to 

_ leave for compulsory labour in Germany. 


“My friends, you are leaving for Germany. 
Under constraint? Or freely? It is not for 
me to know. One can be subject to a law 
_ without giving it one’s adherence. You are 
_ leaving; that is a fact. What advice shall I 
_ give you? This, and nothing but this: bear 

witness to France and to Christ. However 
- greatly France may be humiliated at the 
_ present time, proudly keep your hope. Our 
cause Was just; you cannot be told that often 
enough. If by our fault we have lost the war, 
_ the justice of our cause remains intact. Take 
to a foreign country the qualities of your 
race. Say to yourselves that you have a 
mission: ‘I shall show what it means to be a 
Frenchman, a young Frenchman, eager, 
loyal, ingenious, a good comrade, and an 
bserver who does not let himself be taken 
by appearances, but who sees what lies 
hind those appearances.’ 


“You are going to a country that has its 
own beauty, its own greatness. The Germans 
are a great people. You must not fail to 
recognise their qualities. But you must also 
see their enormous shortcomings. . . . You 
will see that behind appearances which are 
autiful, something is lacking, which is not 
owledge, but which one might simply call 
aind (esprit). It is a triumph of technique, 
of utilitarianism, and that in the service of 
In the presence of this collec- 
pride you will represent the French con- 
ption of life, the human conception, ac- 
ing to which the individual counts, peo- 
es have rights, and men are brothers. 
e glory of France throughout her history 
been the glory of the fraternity of hu- 
anity. A Frenchman who does not see in 
wch-man his brother would not be true to 
ace. An old-fashioned word expresses 


y- he oes up of ace ac- 


very ae what you should be in Germany: 


~ ‘Gentilhommes.’ 


- “You will be witnesses of Christ. You are 
not unaware that Christ has many adver- 
saries in Germany, who refuse to accept His 
doctrine of charity, pity and mercy. They 
refuse to accept the humiliated Christ, the 
suffering Christ, the Christ of the Cruci- 
fixion, the Christ who hides the strength of 
victory under the weakness of apparent de- 
feat. You will accept suffering with 
dignity, without complaint. Witnesses of 
Christ, you will be kind, good, charitable 
towards all men, whatever their race, whom 
you meet during your work. . 


“In July, 1902, Charles de Foucault gave 
himself this commandment: 
tom every man, be he Christian, Moham- 
medan, Jew or heathen, to look upon me as 
his brother.’ You will agree that if you 
make this commandment yours, the fair 
name of France and of Christianity can only 
gain by it... . Be strong, be faithful, be 


loyal to your belief. Then you will be neither | 


dupe nor victim. Prayer and the sacraments 
will give you the necessary help. Here, your 
leaders, your priests, and your friends will 
pray for you. Nothing can destroy the com- 
munion of souls. Through Christ, in Whom 
you are united, we shall be in touch one with 
the other. There is no separation for those 


whom the charity of Christ has joined to- 


gether. You have understood me: you go 
to fulfil a mission . . . a French mission. 
Let France through you be loved, be re- 
spected, be admired; let Christ through you 


be adored. I give you my blessing as you go. _— 


How much happier shall I be to give you my 
blessing on your return!” 


CHURCH LEADERS ASK FOR 
PRAYER FOR INDIA 


The following Call to Prayer for India.and 
Famine Relief Appeal has been issued by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Moderator of 
the General Assembly of the Church of Scot- 


‘IT shall accus- | 


land, and the Moderator of the Free Church ; 


Federal Council :— 


“At this time when Lord Wavell is taking 
up his new responsibilities as Viceroy of 
India, we wish to ask our fellow-countrymen 
to support him with their prayers and at the 
same time to pray for India, so that, if it 


9 


may be, the way shall be found to bring to an © 


end both the present deadlock and that 
alienation which it both expresses and in- 


creases. Let our prayers be continuous, and — 


find their focus on Sunday, November 28th, 
which the National Christian Council of 
India has appointed as a special day of prayer 
for India and which the Bishop of Dornakal 
as President of that Council has asked us to 
observe in union with our Indian fellow- 
Christians. 


“Another feature in the Indian situation 
calls both for our prayers and for our prac- 
tical sympathy—the famine from which so 
many in India are suffering. The first re- 


quirements in the famine-stricken areas of. 


India is clearly the provision and effective 
distribution of adequate food supplies; and 
under present conditions this must be the 
responsibility of the Government. We are 
advised, however, that financial help is also 
urgently required for the relief of certain 
special kinds of distress arising from famine. 


“A fund for this purpose is therefore being 
opened which will be put at the disposal of 
the National Christian Council of India for 
use in the areas worst stricken. We appeal 
to British Christians to contribute gener- 
ously to this fund and so to make.a gesture 
of practical sympathy with their Indian 


_ brethren. 


“This appeal has the support of the India 
Committee of the Conference of British Mis- 
sionary Societies. Subscriptions should be 


- gent to: Indian Famine Relief, c/o The British 


Council of Churches, 56 Bloomsbury Street, 
London, W.C.I. (Signed) William Cantuar; 
John Baillie (Moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the Church of Scotland); R. D. 


- Whitehorn (Moderator of the Free Church 


Federal Council) .” 


BISHOP BERGGRAV’S BIRTHDAY 


The Swedish paper Svenska Dagbladet 
(October 26th) reports that Berggrav was 
60 years old on October 25th. It is the sec- 
ond birthday he has spent interned in a 
small cabin where he has not been permitted 
to receive relatives for one and a half years; 
birthdays are no exception. He is healthy 
and has been allowed to visit a dentist in 
Oslo, naturally with an escort. The cabin is 
watched by Norwegian State police; he has 
no servants and is therefore compelled to 
cook and clean everything himself. He is 
allowed to take walks under escort. Rela- 
tives were permitted to send him telegrams 
of congratulation on his birthday. 
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the Czechoslovak Republic, a special service 
of thanksgiving and intercession was held in 
the Crypt Chapel of St. Paul’s Cathedral on 
Tuesday, October 26th, in the presence of 
Czechoslovak official and military personali- 
ties, and was attended by hundreds of 
Czechoslovaks living in London. The Rev. 
Frank M. Hnik, D.D., said the special prayers 
for the people, Government and Churches of 
Czechoslovakia, and the sermon was preached 
by the Archbishop of York. He quoted Isaiah 
(Chapter X XI, 11-12) : “Watchman, what of 
the night? The watchman said, ‘The morn- 
ing cometh, and also the night: if ye will 
enquire, enquire ye: return, come.’ ” 


“What of the night?” the sermon con- 
tinued. “This is the cry which has gone up 
all over Europe during the last four years. 
This has been the cry of Czechoslovakia for 
nearly five years, for the darkness spread 
over your land before the open outbreak of 
war. The night of March 14th, 1939, will 
never be forgotten in your history, when the 
Czech Ministers were compelled by the 
brutal threat of the immediate destruction 
of half their capital by aerial bombardment 
and the massacre of its.defenceless people, ~ 
to sign the document surrendering their 
country into the hands of a man who has 
never shown honour, truth or mercy in deal- 
ing with those weaker than himself. Since 
then your country has been under the shadow 
of darkness and death: its people have been 
subjected to every kind of barbarity. 
‘Watchman, then what of the night?’ It has 
never been unrelieved night. ‘The morning 
cometh, and also the night.’ All through 
those years of horror the flame of liberty has 
been kept alight in your country, and its 
people have in a, hundred different ways 
fought against their oppressors. Today, at. 
your anniversary service, you thank God for 
men and women, and even children, who 
have given their lives for their country; as _ 
well as for the many still surviving who are 
ready to die rather than surrender their 
souls to the will of the tyrant, and who resist | 
and impede him in every- way in their power. 
Nations filled with this spirit of unquench- 
able self sacrifice and resistance can never be 
utterly destroyed, and with resolute hope can 
look forward to their restoration.” 


